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The Cobra Event is set in motion one spring morning in New York City, when a seventeen-year-old

student wakes up feeling vaguely ill. Hours later she is having violent seizures, blood is pouring out

of her nose, and she has begun a hideous process of self-cannibalization. Soon, other gruesome

deaths of a similar nature have been discovered, and the Centers for Disease Control sends a

forensic pathologist to investigate. What she finds precipitates a federal crisis.The details of this

story are fictional, but they are based on a scrupulously thorough inquiry into the history of biological

weapons and their use by civilian and military terrorists. Richard Preston's sources include

members of the FBI and the United States military, public health officials, intelligence officers in

foreign governments, and scientists who have been involved in the testing of strategic bioweapons.

The accounts of what they have seen and what they expect to happen are chilling.The Cobra Event

is a dramatic, heart-stopping account of a very real threat, told with the skill and authority that made

Preston's The Hot Zone an internationally acclaimed bestseller.From the Trade Paperback edition.
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If you've never read any of Richard Preston's other books about biology (The Hot Zone and Demon



in the Freezer), you're in for a treat. The three books (Cobra which is fiction, Zone and Demon

which aren't) comprise his black-biology trilogy and taken in total or in part, they're scary, fact filled

and speak volumes about their topics. Don't think they sound boring. I bet you won't be able to put

them down onceyou start reading.The Hot Zone, which was a NYT bestseller for practically ever, is

about the emergence of Ebola in Africa. This is the story of the strains of Marburg that killed 210

people this week in Angola.The other, Demon in the Freezer is a two step story about the amazing

eradication of smallpox from Earth and the anthrax terror deliveries post-9/11. If you want to know

the stories behind the story, this is a good place to go.What stands out clearly in the Cobra Event is

Preston's absolute authority on the topic of biological warfare. If his facts are true, and no one since

had disputed a single one of them (including President Clinton who apparently, after reading Cobra

Event, ordered a feasibility study), the Iraq clearly had WMD, biological agents, etc. Preston leaves

no room for doubt. What's scary is who else had access. Simply everyone and there's lots of

dangerous stuff missing out there.Now to the story. For the first time, Preston has written a novel.

The story certainly engages, although it is the facts that really scare you. I recommend it to any

reader who likes facts behind their story.The story is of a terrorist planning a live laydown of a viral

brain pox strain in NYC and thereby killing millions. The book is about what happens.
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